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Purpose

To consider and approve, if the Board agrees it to be appropriate, a 
recommendation that that Council signs the Climate Coalition Declaration for 
a Healthy, Greener, Fairer Tomorrow (hereafter referred to as “the 
Declaration”).

Recommendation

1. That the Climate Change Officer is instructed to inform the Climate 
Coalition that the Council will sign the Declaration (see Appendix 1 for the 
text of the Declaration).

2. That the Climate Change Officer is instructed to publicise the Council’s 
signing of the Declaration as appropriate.

1 Background

1.1 The Climate Change Board was notified at the meeting of 12th 
November 2020 of a request from Gosport Fair Trade Action that the 
Council sign the Declaration.

1.2 The Board agreed that a report should be submitted to allow the 
request to be considered fully at a future Board meeting.

2 Report

2.1 The Declaration calls on the Government to join with signatories in 
delivering three general aspirations (see Appendix 1 for the full text):

1. Unleash a clean energy revolution
2. Protect, restore and expand our green and wild spaces
3. Leave no one behind

2.2 The Climate Coalition is encouraging local authorities, businesses, 
community groups and other organisations, and also MPs, 
councillors, mayors and other individuals, to sign the Declaration.



2.3 Item 9 of the Climate Change Motion passed on 4th March 2020 
states that the Council will “work with, influence and inspire partners 
across the borough, county and region to help deliver this goal [of 
reducing emissions].”

2.4 Signing the Declaration, and publicising this, would emphasise the 
importance that the Council places on reducing emissions, and would 
therefore contribute to delivering item 9 of the Climate Change 
motion, by helping to influence and inspire partners.

2.5 Item 10 of the Climate Change Motion states that the Council will 
“call on the UK Government to provide the powers, resources and 
help with funding to make this possible, and ask our MP to do 
likewise.”  A letter has been sent to Caroline Dinenage MP and 
relevant Government departments to deliver item 10 of the motion.  
The requests made in that letter align with the Declaration, and 
therefore signing the declaration would add weight to the letter.

2.6 Signing the declaration carries no cost and does not commit the 
Council to any specific actions.

2.7 It is not possible to quantify the benefits to signing the Declaration.  
However, provided there are enough other signatories, the 
Declaration may contribute to changes in Government policy that 
would help to reduce greenhouse gas emissions in Gosport.

3 Risk Assessment

3.1 Signing the Declaration does not generate any risk.

4 Conclusion

4.1 Signing the Declaration, and publicising this fact, would contribute to 
delivering item 9 of the Climate Change motion and support actions 
already taken to deliver item 10 of the motion.

4.2 Although the benefits to the Council of signing the Declaration cannot 
be quantified, there are no associated costs and few risks.

4.3 It is therefore recommended that, if the Board considers it 
appropriate, the Climate Change Officer is instructed to inform the 
Climate Coalition that the Council will sign the declaration, and to 
publicise this as appropriate.

Financial Services comments: No cost implications.
Legal Services comments: The Declaration does not bind the 

recipients.
Climate Change: Signing the Declaration will contribute to 

delivery of the Climate Change Motion; see 
paragraphs 2.3 to 2.6 for details.



Crime and Disorder: N/A
Equality and Diversity: N/A
Service Improvement Plan 
implications:

The action required is encompassed in the 
Climate Change Officer Role and therefore 
is already integrated into the Service Plan.

Corporate Plan: This action will help the Council to deliver 
effective services, empower residents and 
enhance the environment.

Risk Assessment: Low; see paragraph 3.1 for details.
Background papers: None
Appendices/Enclosures:

Appendix 1 Full text of the Declaration
Report author/ Lead Officer: Tim Pratt, 023 9254 5573



APPENDIX 1

Climate Coalition Declaration for a Healthy, Greener, 
Fairer Tomorrow

The Declaration can be found at 
https://www.theclimatecoalition.org/declaration.

The full text of the Declaration is as follows.

Dear Prime Minister,

The time is now to lead the UK towards a healthier, greener, fairer future. 
Ahead of hosting the United Nations climate summit in Glasgow in 2021, we 
can build back better together if we:

 Unleash a clean energy revolution that boosts jobs across the UK, 
making our transport, power and housing fit for the future

 Protect, restore and expand our green and wild spaces; allowing 
nature to thrive, taking carbon from the air and boosting the nation’s health

 Leave no one behind by increasing support to those most vulnerable to 
the impacts of climate change at home and abroad

The UK must lead the world by ensuring our recovery gets us on track to net-
zero emissions and limits the rise in global temperature to 1.5 degrees C. Our 
best chance of building a resilient economy goes hand in hand with tackling 
climate change. 

We are ready to play our part, and we call on you to join us.

https://www.theclimatecoalition.org/declaration

